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Williarn Doty's Toolxit

In Myiniograory, Doty
recormencds studeris approach
rryin frorn as rmany different
rmyinological scnools as seem
approgrizie to the rmaierizl
pelng studied.
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Coriermporary Aporozcias

Williarn Doty's Toolxit

Jgests students nine
WOOLUT rNYINs Dy asKin
“systernaiic series of exploratory
(uestions” using a variety of

“researcr procedures” ceniered

arouncd “*five central concerns.”
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Central Corncerns

L]‘terary, text IEJ, perforrmative
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Coriermporary Aporozcias

Bruce Lincoln

Icdeological Narratives

In Thieorizirig Myir), Lincoln sees
rryin as “ldeology in narratlve
forrr.”

A Tale Frorn Decarneron, 1916

Jonn Williarn Waterrniouse

(Leonard and McClure 24,
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Coriermporary Aporozcias

incoln’'s approacn involves
studying a rnytn within I1t's
lstorical aric cultural context to
letermine tne ideologies wriicn
snaped It and cortinued to
rnodify it es i's telling
orogressed througn tirmne.
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Conemporary Aoorosaciios

Lincoln's approacn Is too
cornoles and involves detalled

scholarly analysis wricn 1s

pevond tne time constrairis for
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A Tale Frorn Decarneror), 19186
Jonn Williarn Waterrniouse
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Wencly Doniger

Telescopes and Microscopes

The 19" century ethrnologist Adolf
Bastian Identified in rmytns wnat ne
led “elerneritary ideas” wnicr ne

saw as universal to all rytns.

)

i

.2
Cel

(Carmnpbell 3



]\/I \/lJ (?/ Jl'<f] D\_/\_/J f] g Chapter 1: Purposes and Definitions

~
<

Scott Leonard and Michael McClure Conternporary Views of Mythology

Conemporary Aoorosaciios

Wencly Doniger

Telescopes and Microscopes

e sirnilar tecrinicue, “stripoing

Doniger uses
rmyins to thelr ‘naxed’ narrative

]nrl]v]rllml
ouUtlines.’

Tris Is ner telescopic view, wnere individuzal
detalls are less Important rmrlm ine universal
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Wencly Doniger

Telescopes ar

Bastian also argued that mytns cor
"ainnic” or "foll ideas,” wriich exopress |

clifferences, [t was ine search TfOr |
that prompted,

researcr Into Gerrnern follk aleg,
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Wencly Doniger

Telescopes and Microscopes

Much lixe Bast JrlrJ ancl ot ers 'focuse cl on tne
individual rryin stories fo ol¥
criziracter, Donl ge sUgygests stude s c
rmyin focus on the individual social, political,
and perforrative coniexis of a rmytn in order
to uncderstarnd now m/rm operate
ideologically. Tnis Is her “rnicroscope view.”
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Wencly Doniger

Telescopes and Microscopes

Dorniger sees fnese two approachnes to ine
rmytn as a means of r nrlm[gumm

f
palance, s J]‘f‘t]ng “,oeivveen tre J(roJ e

world's nurnerous \/chJcLE]OrJS Or) &l
rmytnological therne.”

(Leonard ancd McClure 24)
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rRopert ellwood “Real Myins”

“Ellwood argues tnat wnat we call ‘rryir’
does not exist.,” “[Wnat we call rytn ‘s
always recelved frorm an alreacdy distance
past, literary, . . . & sieg rlvvrl/ frorn prirnal
sirnplicity.” Tne “real myin” Is grouncdec in a
lived experience. What we siudy are ire

literary artifacts recalling the rnyir.
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Roperi Ellwood “Real Myins”

LV

0’1

peer carefully crafied into a literary
narrative tnat is distanced frorn the originel
senfirment that enerygized the mytn.

As literary artifacts, the rmytns we reac r
c|

Therefore, mytn nas rmeanings for s
nearers wnicrl is separate frorn tne literary

(Leonard and McClure 25)
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Feadirg Myinology
“IMyins are literary truins told apout tnhe rmysieries and
necessities that alvvrl vs nave and always will condition

nurnarn experience.”

(Leonard and McClure 25)
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Feadirg Myinology

~

A JJEdrE Iy 2l0RroECT 1o m/'h allows us to use all of the tools
frorn tne various aporoacnes to rryin we nave learned
while siill recognizing tne literary qualities of tne rmyins
Interesting stories aoUt nurmnzar naidre.
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